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the Church of England (the Dean of Can- 
terbury and others), ]’Abbé Boulier (Pro- 
fessor of International Law in the Catholic 
University of Paris) and other Catholics, 
Elsa Cedergren, a Swedish Friend, and 
Lutheran, Calvinist, Baptist and Reformed 


EARLY a year ago, Peace News published an account of the activi- 
ties of Abdul Ghaffar Khan, popularly known as the “ Frontier 
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RESOLUTION which provides | 


areas which were included in Paki- 
stan, chose India as their country, 
but others remained in Pakistan. 
Among the latter was Abdul Khan. 


On the former occasion we 


announced | 


have drawn a strong protest from Pandit 
Nehru. 

Repudiating the allegations against the 
Indian Government, he proceeds to“: strong 
defence of Abdul Khan and his organisa- 
tion. 


It is well known, he says, that Abdul 


Church members. 


MINHE Kingdom of God is the Kingdom of 

Peace. The Christian cannot pray that 

it come unless he is determined to work 
for it in the world such as he finds it. 


In 1949 propaganda solicits from the 
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nique was passed by the Indian 
National Commission for Co-opera- 
tion with the UN Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organisation before 
it concluded its two-day session in 
New Delhi on April 10. 


The Commission, which consists of 78 
members representing’ various voluntary 


organisations working for science, educa- | 
and | 


tion and culture, and the Provincial 
State Governments, was presided over by 

ae Education Minister, Abul Kalam 
zad, 


We now have to announce that shortly | 


after that, Abdul Khan was arrested, and 
has now been in prison for over a year. 


A pacifist “ miracle 


A close friend and trusted colleague 
of the Mahatma, he has succeeded to an 
astonishing degree in spreading the 
Gandhian doctrine of non-violence 
among the fierce, warlike Pathans of the 
North-west Frontier. 


The aims and objects of the new party 
are to further the stabilisation and security 


of Pakistan as a “Union of Socialist Re- | 


The high integrity, selflessness and 
patriotism of these leaders have been 
admired not only all over India but in 
other parts of the world. 


“They showed,” says Pandit Nehru, “a 
remarkable example of peaceful actiaqn, 
even under the greatest provocation, and 
set a standard which it was not easy to 
follow even in other parts of India. Abdul 
Ghaffar Khan took the doctrine of non- 
violent action to the brave and warlike 
Pathans and turned their great energy into 
peaceful channels.” 


The Pandit goes on to say that Abdul 


derstand that such a crusade would be a 
crime against mankind and that he cunnot 
take it upon his conscience. 


In addition, today through their fear and 
hatred of Communism Christians are in 
danger of forgetting that an idea cannot 
be isolated behind prison bars or crushed 
by bombs. 

Today, no Christian can, without betraying 
his faith, consider the use of police and 
fear to outlaw error, or try to bury 
atheism under the ruins of mankind. 

It is our duty to assert; in the name of our 
Christianity; that for us there exists: no 
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‘ understanding; 
in the troubled state of the world today, 
the people in all countries need his message 
and methods to promote the peace and wel- 
fare of all mankind; resolves, firstly that a 
committee be appointed to initiate, direct 
and stimulate the study of ideas and tech- 


pressed and acknowledging to peoples 
the right to decide what economic regime 
best suits them. 

It is our duty to take sides with the United 
Nations against governments which turn 
away from it. It is our duty to denounce 
in the Atlantic Pact a return to balance 


relations with the neighbouring states, par- 
ticularly India. 

Abdul Khan, consistently with his paci- 
fist creed, believed that such aims—parti- | 
cularly in a céuntry notable for its turbu- 
lent history—could best be furthered by 


fighter for freedom to believe that he 
can be associated in any way with any 
underhand activities. His outstanding 
qualities are straightforwardness, inte- 
grity, courage and a devotion to the cause 
of his people. 
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for over a year and his health has suffered 
greatly during this period.” 


Friendship of great men 


mote universal peace and goodwill among 
all nations should be prepared for consi- 
deration of the session of the UNESCO, to 
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_ Lord Boyd Orr’s recent statement, made 
in Delhi, that food production must be 
doubled in one generation, has been widely 
quoted in this country. Not widely quoted 


high public reputation of the man him- 
self, he was arrested on a charge of some 
form of treasonable plotting. 


A communique issued last March from 
the NWFP Government, making allegations 
of a plot and stating that money for that 
purpose has passed from India to the 
veiled 


The story of Abdul Khan’s last associa- 
tion with Gandhi displays the extraordinary 
character of this great Indian pacifist. 

Having chosen Pakistan as his field of 
work, Abdul Khan decided that, in order to 
put his bona fides above suspicion in the 
eyes of the Pakistan Government, he and 


require that economic relations be not 
settled outside of the United Nations but 
through sincere international co-opera- 
tion. 

It is our duty to proclaim that universal 
Christianity is not western civilisation 
where fewer and fewer traces of it sur- 
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The Indian journal “ Harijan,” founded 
by Gandhi, has published a record of part 
of a conservation between Khan and 
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“What are those blokes doing there?” 
They say they are here to safeguard the rights of their nationals.” 
Cartoon by Arthur E. Bayntun. 


way of salvation. .. .I say this from ex- 


perience of the miraculous transformation 
that we have attained has wrought. 
Non-violence increaSes the crops 

“ Mahatmaji, we used to be so timid, and 


pressed the belief at a London meeting last 
week, that both the Svviet Union and 
Britain were interested in the exchange of 
teachers and pupils becoming freer and 
more widespread and taking place as soon 
as possible. 


On the same day in the House of Com- 


indolent. The sight of an Englishman| mons, the Under-Secretary of State for 
would frighten us. We wasted our time in| Foreign Affairs, Mr. Mayhew, answered a 
idleness. Your movement changed all this. | question on the subject asked by Mr. F. 


It has instilled fresh life into us and made 
us more industrious so that a piece of land 
that formerly yielded hardly ten rupees 
worth of produce now produces double that 
amount, 

“We have shed our fear .. . English- 
men are afraid of our non-violence. A 
non-violent Pathan, they say, is more 
dangerous than a violent Pathan.” 


“ Harijan” announces that since the pub- 
lication of Nehru’s speech the Pakistan 
Government have issued a statement that it 
did not suspect India of being involved in 


| 
that even this little measure of non-violence 
the alleged plot. 


Noel Baker. 


His reply revealed that no approaches 
had been made to the Soviet Union for 
cultural exchanges since early in 1947. On 
June 5, 1947, the British Embassy ta Mos- 
cow were informed that the British sug- 
gestion for an exchange of teachers and 
students was being discussed by the Aca- 
demy of Science and other interested Soviet 
organisations. 


“His Majesty’s Government nevertheless 
remain willing to promote cultural ex- 
changes with the USSR,” Mr. Mayhew 
concluded. 


2 May 6, 1949 


PEACE NEWS 


3 Rlacksteck Road, London, N.4 | 


Stamtord Hill 2262 


Our Second Pledge 


e 

ORTIFIED by our Chairman’s 

example, and standing courage- 
ously behind her skirts, we propose 
to treat our readers to a lecture on 
Behaviour. 


In her address to the AGM, Vera 
Brittain chose as her main theme 
“The Crisis in the PPU.” 


As there was at the time some- 
thing that might have been called a 
crisis in the world outside, it would 
not have been surprising if she had 
talked about that. But she chose 
instead to direct our attention in- 
wards, expose a reflection of the 
global malaise in our own ranks, and 
call upon the physicians to heal 
themselves. 


- A microcosmic edition of that 
crisis has occurred on the Editor’s 
desk. Upon that imposing piece of 
furniture lies a small heap of letters 
which are not going to be published. 


The reason for this high-handed 
action, this violation of the right of 
free expression for which, among 
others, our fathers fought and died, 
is that these letters, written by paci- 
fists about pacifists, would if pub- 
lished be an extremely bad advertise- 
ment for the pacifist movement and 
invite from outsiders a revival of the 
old joke about “ how these Christians 
love one another.” 


The writer of one of them says, 
“Needless to say this letter will not 
be published.” He was right, and 
we hope he knows why. 


These letters are abusive and in- 
tolerant. Some of them are dis- 
honest, with that kind of dishonesty 
which comes from losing one’s tem- 
per and making unfounded accusa- 
tions about another’s motives. 


We do not know in what degree the 
spiteful aggressiveness exposed by 
these letters prevails in the PPU. 
We would like to think it was pure 
coincidence that this little heap of 
inter-pacifist venom should have ac- 
cumulated just about the time when 
the chairman of our organisation felt 
moved to refer to this sort of thing 
as a critical weakness in the move- 
ment. Time will doubtless show the 
newly-appointed Editor whether the 
crop is exceptional or perennial. 


In either case it provides ample 
justification for the chairman’s ap- 
peal. The pacifist movement can 
make no progress while this spirit of 
angry intolerance remains within it. 
Of all the movements in the world, 
ours is the one which can least af- 
ford it, for it is the very thing of 
which the movement professes to be 
trying to rid the world. 


If “wars arise in the hearts of 
men,” then the bombs of the Third 
War are already dropping on our 
desk. 


It should be an axiom with us all 
that until pacifists can behave to 
other people as they demand that 
nations shall behave to other nations, 
our movement will not move on, but 
the war spirit will. 


We are thrown back once again, 
therefore, upon the truth that the 
cause of peace depends first and last 
upon the realisation of every indivi- 
dual of his own responsibility. 


For that reason we would like to 
repeat in all seriousness Vera Brit- 
tain’s suggestion that members of 
the PPU should add a constructive 
pledge to the megative one: 

“And I nledge myself to try and lve, 
both publicly and privately, a life which 
will make me an instrument of peace.” 
Meanwhile, true to the excellent principles 

embodied in the National Parks Bill and 
the Footpaths Preservation Society, we re- 
new our undertaking that the South-East 
area of this page shall be thrown open to 
the public. 

But we do ask them not to leave any 
litter. 
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| Brighter Berlin 


E go to press before any Par- 

liamentary announcement has 
been made on the subject, but the 
lifting of the Berlin blockade now 
seems certain, and with it the outlook 
on European affairs is considerably 
brighter. 

We shall have to listen to much talk 
about Russian ‘‘ manceuvres,” and about 
how the Western Powers have won an im- 
portant battle in the Cold War. It has 
already been called a “climb-down”; but 
we shall not forget that any move for peace 
is in its more important aspects a Step Up. 

Efforts will be made to prevent the Rus- 
sians from taking credit for the move. 
That horrible affliction, “ prestige,” has in- 
fluenced international relations more than 
anything except perhaps fear. Therefore 
it is always open to anyone to say that 
when another government does a good thing 
its motive wasn’t as good as it looks. 

We do not in fact know the motives, 
except to assume they were well mixed. 
None of us was litening in on the Kremlin. 
For all we can prove they may have been 
as much humane as tactical. If, therefore, 
the blockade is lifted, let Peace News be 
at least one of the voices to congratulate 
the Soviet Government on what, for all the 
harrassed millions concerned, definitely 
comes under the heading of Good Deeds. 


The real Germany 


T is true that the removal of one ob- 

stacle will expose others. But we are 
here confronting not only the results, but 
the actual process, of one of the greatest 
upheavals in European history and it is a 
lively optimism which can see more than a 
beginning of the solution in our life-time. 
But the only way to look at the German 
problem without a headache is to get his- 
torically-minded and remember that we are 
looking at a long piece of history. Ger- 
many is a disintegrated country, suffering 
from divisions such as England has not 
known since the 17th century. 

But what proved to have been England’s 
hope then—the emergence of the demo- 
cratic political instinct—has something like 
a counterpart in the Germany of today. 
Through all that country’s vicissitudes of 
the past three decades, the brightest of the 
few bright spots has been the integrity of 
the Social Democratic spirit: stolid, intelli- 
gent and courageous; always between two 
fires, yet always in its worst crises dis- 
closing an umresisting core of strength. 

That, we believe, is the real Germany; 
and if democratic statesmen elsewhere are 
sufficiently conscious of their own traditions 
and Europe’s needs, that is the Germany 
which will emerge. 


NPC Conference 


Your issue of April 22 carries a report 

of the National Peace Council’s Oxford 
Conference, and as one who joined in the 
discussion, I would like to comment on the 
report. 

Mr. Alwyn overlooked what was the 
subject of the conference—his report dues 
not even give the title—and was therefore 
unable to draw your readers’ attention to 
the fact that the conference was, although 
a good and enjoyable discussion largely on 
East-West relations, very much of a dis- 
appointment when we consider that it was 
meant to be about the ‘“ Psychological Re- 
quirements for One World ”—the influences 
which make for peace in the home, the 
school and so on. 

The truly alarming thing about this con- 
ference (as I pointed out at one session) 
was that, gathered to discuss the ways of 
peace, most members of it had already made 
their next enemy—the Russians, and could 
not refrain from bringing them in, like 
King Charles’ head, whether relevant or 
not. 

The importance of this is two-fold. 
Firstly, somebody has got to do some pretty 
hard thinking on the problem of how to 
make peace something more than a propa- 
ganda activity. Secondly, peace-lovers 
must strive to keep a balanced outlook, or 
at least if they are to be heavily pro- or 
con-Soviet, not at tho same time claim to 
be impervious to propaganda. 


ROGER PAGE 


Loving to order 


REMEMBER hearing George Lansbury 

say, in response to the challenge ‘“ Do 
you love Hitler?” that there were a lot of 
people he didn’t like very much, but that 
he knew it was his duty to love them. 

He meant that loving one’s fellows, even 
if they were “enemies,” was a matter of 
obligation for a Christian, and not of per- 
sonal inclination. 

Surely that answers Dr. E. Graham 
Howe’s lament, at the Oxford NPC Con- 
ference that he could not love the Russians; 
at any rate, it should be enough for 
Christian. 

Even medical psychologists should realise 
the worthlessness of loving or liking people 


Softening the im-Pact 


JZDESPITE their outward insistence that 

the Pact is not provocative, there is 
plenty of between-the-lines evidence that 
high officials are concerned that Russia 
shall have as little ground for fear as 
possible. Efforts are apparently being 
made to restrict European arming to a 
technically “defensive” level—for what 
it’s worth. Pact foreign offices have quietly 
agreed that, for the present at least, no 
long-range missiles shall be sent from USA. 
Britain will get more long-range bombing 
bases, but not Denmark nor Norway nor, 
probably, Italy. 


Not-so-safe safety 


WV HETHER these technical restrictions 
will have any appeasing effect may 
be doubted. But there seems little doubt 
that the countries to be “defended” need 
reassurance as much as Russia does. 

Some of the European statesmen have 
made off-the-record admission that there is 
considerable uneasiness among their peoples 
and they have advised against any military 
steps which might unnecessarily inflame 
Russian leaders. 

Martial fervour does not travel so fast as 
Marshall Aid. 

There is plenty of evidence for this in 
such information as leaks out. Nowadays 
military defence is not regarded as so much 
of a security as it used to be. Europe has 
had some. And we may yet see small 
countries imploring their champions to re- 
move their protecting arms in the interests 
of Safety First. 

Brighter news is that in Congress, in- 
fluential elements which support the Pact 
are now urging that it be followed by a 
strong peace initiative. 

Nervous Norway 
PPuE wide division of opinion in Norway, 
to which we have previously referred. 
continues. Although the Storting agreed 
to the signing of the Pact by a big majority, 
it is generally agreed that it by no means 
reflected public opinion. Some observers 
even doubt whether on a direct public vote 
there would be a majority at all. 

The decision was taken in a secret ses- 
sion of the Storting—an unusual procedure 
—on the plea that members would feel free 
to express themselves without an eye to 
Press or public opinion (apparently even 
Scandinavians are subject to these inhibi- 
tive weaknesses). An open meeting was 
held next day at which the more important 
speeches were repeated, but probably—as 
a Norwegian correspondent tells us 
“dressed for the table.” 


Scandinavian independence 


AJ EANWHILE various organisations, 
ri notably the Women’s Internationa} 


at the behest of politicians. 

We are entitled to ask men like Dr. 
Howe whom they do love: does he love the 
Germans more than the Russians? Did he 
love the Russians and hate the Germans in, 
say, 1942? Or does he merely “ pay atten- 
tion”? to Mr. Churchill, who finds certain 


people to be gallaht and great-soulled 
allies a few months after they had been 
nothing better than bloody baboons? 

We cannot love people without under- 
standing them, and if PN can help pacifists 
and non-pacifists to understand Russia it 
will perform the service which is most 
needed today. 

HERBERT BYARD 
The Folk House, 
Daglingworth, 
Cirencester, Glos. 


PPU and the Election 


MAY I point out that there was no de- 
7. cision at the Peace Pledge Union's 
Annual General Meeting to contest ten 
seats at the General Election? 

What was decided was to refer the rele- 
vant part of the report back to National 
Council with certain instructions. 

These instructions were not the general 
support of pacifist candidates, which has 
been the general policy of the PPU in the 
past, but to run specifically PPU candidates 


which is an entirely new policy for the! 


PPU. 

The National Council may, on considera- 
tion make this the policy of the PPU by 
endorsing it by a three-quarters majority. 
1 should however think that they were act- 
ing without that sense of responsibility we 
have a right to expect, seeing that the 
AGM itself whilst voting for the reference 
back did not do so with the majority re- 
quired to make a change in PPU policy. 


I regret that such prominence should | 


have been given in mis-reporting a matter 
so vitally important to the whole of the 
PPU membership. 
HENRY HILDITCH 
23, Tixall Road, 
Birmingham, 28. 


League for Peace and Freedom, had ar- 
ranged public meetings with speakers on 
both sides of the issue. One widely ex- 
pressed opinion was that for such a critical 
issue a special Election should have been 
called with the Pact as the major question. 


This unity 


ry’O those accustomed to regard Scandina- 

via as an homogenous lump, it is in- 
teresting to note that the original negotia- 
tions for a common defence pact broke 
down because of differences which are 
largely geographical—Norway being an 
Atlantic coast country, Sweden a Baltic 
country, and Denmark mainly Continental. 

Such legitimate differences of outlook are 
generally disregarded. One may draw from 
this the moral that military considerations 
accentuate differences which would be no 
obstacle to peaceful co-operation. What 
with one thing and another, this “ Western 
Democractic unity in face of a common 
danger” is considerably less real and less 
enthusiastic than many people would have 
us believe. 

Pacifism in Court 

ss VIOLENCE proves nothing.” This is 
the opinion of Mr. Blake Odgers, 

k.C., the North London magistrate. 

Pacifism is sweeping the country. Here’s 
an eminent magistrate preaching one of its 
first principle from the Bench. It’s true 
he hasn’t quite got the hang of non- 
resistance yet, as he went on to send a 
young man to prison for possessing a 
weapon. But one must begin somewhere. 

He won’t have time to deliver judgment 
on everybody who possesses weapons, but if 
he’ll pass on his verdict to the leading 
statesmen of three Great Powers and let 
their satellites off with a caution, he can 
adjourn for lunch and call it a day. 
Paralysis (Infantile) 

[PROMINENCE was given in some news- 
papers to a remark made at a Paris 
Press conference by Ilya Ehrenburg,, the 
Russian author: ‘Russians would like 
nothing better than to shake hands with 
Americans in Paris this Spring.” 

Eminent British and Americans also 
have expressed the same sentiment. We 
were not aware that this simple gesture 
was beyond anyone’s physical strength or 
athletic prowess. We can only presume we 
are confronting another of those mysterious 


diseases—this time a.strange form of 
manual paralysis which, even more 
strangely, attacks only international 
spokesmen. 


Our hearts go out to these pathetic in- 
valids, all standing around trving to lift 
their hands and finding they cannot. Or 
has one of these trick hynnotists been 
playing around? 


Anarchist viewpoint 

T is with great concern that I learn that 

the PPU intends to engage in parlia- 
mentary electioneering. 

Anti-war candidates would be exposed 
to the same temptations of careerism and 
de-humanising influences that have made 
members of the present government betray 
their socialist anti-militarist principles. 4, 
as an anarchist, believe that peace can only 
be attained in’ a fute communistic society, 
and that to perpetuate the existing order 
by putting up candidates for the ruling 
class is to make peace more distant. 
Threatened industrial action by the British 
workers stopped the government’s military 
intervention in Revolutionary Russia; poli- 
tical action has got them just another clique 
of ruling parasites. 

PN did not mention any objection to the 
principle of parliamentarianism, so I would 
be pleased if you would publish this since 
there are many anarchists in the PPU. 

PETER GREEN 
32 Latham Road, 


London, E.6. 
(Letters continued on page six) 
scIF ONLY ” 


‘- LEASE accept this donation to 
Headquarters Fund. Will 
send more as £ s. d. permits, if only 
in gratitude for help received in the 
tribunal days of 1941.” (Extract 
from a recent letter.) Gratitude has 
been described as a lively sense of 
favours to come. But what about a 
‘remembrance of the past? If you 
have any special reason to be grate- 
ful for pacifist help in the past, would 
you send me a donation during this 
| week to express your 
| GRATITUDE 


MAUD ROWNTREE 
Hon. Treasurer. 

Contributions since April 14: £4 8s. 11d. 

Total for 1949: £44 16s, 5d. 

Budget for 1949: £300. 

Donations to the fund should be sent 
marked ‘ Headquarters Fund,” to_ the 
| Treasurer at Dick Sheppard House, Ends- 

leigh St., W.C.1 
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AMERICAN 
COMMENTARY 


By Wilfred Wellock 


AM penning this Commentary af- 
I ter two weeks and two days 
travelling around this most astonish- 
ing and incalculable of all the coun- 
tries of the world. 

I daresay to most Europeans the food 
situation would be the first to hit them, 
especially its quantity and its immense 
variety. It is many days before an Eng- 
lishman’s mind accustoms itself to the fact 


‘that he may ask for two or three pats of 


butter, or a cereal with a jug of cream, 
without blushing or speaking in a whisper. 


In most cities one can live fairly cheaply 
if one learns the art of spotting the right 
kinds of restaurants, but immediately one 
leaves this level, the prices of meals rise 
beyond the reach of my purse and the 
sanctions of my conscience. 


Even so, the wastage of food is appal- 
ling. The amount of good food people wil! 
leave on their plates arouses painful re- 
flections on the future of Western civilisa- 
tion. 


Feeding habits and civilisation 


In regard to feeding habits—and these 
are exceedingly important pointers to the 
forces and interests which determine the 
trends and quality of civilisation—three 
facts are outstanding. 


First, the puffy, tasteless bread that is 
eaten by all but a tiny percentage of the 
American population. A 10-inch loaf is 
like a concertina which can be squeezed 
to l-inch with only slight pressure. Every 
loaf is a fantastic scheme of air pockets 
formed by flakes of deathly white in- 
sipidity. 

This American “staff of life” is the 
product of American financial exploitation 


and advertising. If you are rich enrough 
you may buy back the nutrient e!ements of 
the wheat of which your bread has been 
robbed, in the form of expensive cereals, 
whence you discover one of those outlan- 
dish circles of exploitation in the creation 
of which American financiers are the 
world’s masters. 


Second, city Americans, have cultivated 
the habit of consuming vast quantities of 
very sweet syrup and ice-cream concoc- 
tions. This habit is another indication of 
the removal of a highly mechanistic civili- 
sation from the natural order. A chemi- 
cally fed soil and an increasingly chemi- 
cally fed community, belong to the era of 
decadence. 


The third fact is the now almost univer- 
sal use of canned vegetables, and the 
growing use in the cities of canned fruit. 
A walk round a grocery and food store— 
called “ markets’ in the U.S.—is a revela- 
tion. 


From such habits there will be an after- 
math. Present statistics reveal ‘hat 
American cities of 100,000 inhabitants and 
upwards, have ceased to be self-supporting 
in population, and have to be maintained 
by a constant stream of new blood from 
the countryside. But this blood is becom- 
ing scarcer with the extension of mecha- 
nistic farming, with its high man-power 
and low acreage-power level of production. 


Disturbing effects of war propaganda 


Last week occurred Army Day in the 
U.S., and over the radio we listened to the 
case for a strong American army, which 
the signing of the Atlantic Pact was used 
to implement. 


We were informed that the Atlantic Pact 
had added so considerably to the power of 


But they’re defending us! 


NOTICE the Editor has said a 

nice piece about good behaviour 
and how we must try and be nice 
to each other as well as people far- 
ther away whom we don’t have to 
look at. And I’m all for it subject 
to reservations which may arise. 

It has been said that kindness costs 
nothing, thereby proving that the law of 
supply and demand is not infallible as 
kindness is both cheap and in short 
supply. | 

This is not quite correct, as kindness 
often does cost a great deal in wear and 
tear. I have seen pacifists running with 
sweat in the effort to restrain themselves 
from kicking non-pacifists in the pants. 

But the subject of my address is not 
Economics, but Pacifism Begins at Home. 


* 


HOPE the process will begin in this 

office. I look forward, for instance, to 
seeing a marked change in the reception 
normally accorded to me when I turn up 
with my copy 

Editor: What do you mean—change’ 
You get your tea, don’t you? ' 

It isn’t tea I want but a bit of love. 
Though I hope they will not be regarded 
as alternatives. But to proceed: 

I de not consider that the Editor has 
yet shown any noteworthy change of 
heart. He makes a great display of not 
publishing letters, but I do not regard 
that gesture as a very convincing one. 

Anyone who knows anything about 

, editing or the volubility of pacifists 
knows that nohing is easier than not pub- 
lishing letters. In fact, the difficulty is 
how to get them in. 

As an earnest of his sincerity, there- 
fore, I would like to see the Editor ex- 
tend his pacifist technique to certain 
people whom hitherto this journal has 
treated with marked antagonism. 

I refer to the Fighting Forces. . 


* 


BXVER since its foundation, Peace News 
has‘ maintained a running fire of dis- 
approval, often amounting to censure, of 
the methods, purposes and even the very 
rustence, of the Army, Navy and Air 
orce. 

It has summarily rejected all invita- 
tions to co-operate with them, and im- 
pugns unworthy motives to everything 
they do. . J 

In the interests of goodwill, therefore, 
I think we should endeavour to create a 
better understanding with these Con- 
scientious Approvers, and look at things 
from their point of view. 

For example: recently Peace News 
published a report of the National Parks 
Bill debate, in which MPs_ protested 
against the spoiling of beauty spots by 
the War Office and the Air Ministry. 


says OWLGLASS 


And it quoted with relish a lady MP who 
called them “Greedy and litter-minded.” 

Now this is most unfair. You must 
remember that these people are defending 
the country. And the only way they 
know how to defend anything is to mess 
it up and, if necessary, wipe it out. 


x 


MPHEY cannot do it any other way. The 

“only way they can defend our liberties 
is by sacrificing half of them and the 
only way they can defend peace is by 
shattering it. 

During the war they frequently found 
that the only way they could defend a 
townful of allies was by blowing them 
up, and now they’re busy preparing to 
defend civilisation by obliterating it. 

And most of the people who are now 
grumbling about them spoiling the land- 
scape take a}l this for granted. 

It is most unreasonable to expect them 
to make an exception in the case of the 
landscape, and it is unkind to blame them 
for doing their job in the only way they 
know how. 

You wouldn’t blame an elephant be- 
cause it can’t climb trees, so you shouldn’t 
blame a War Office because it can’t de- 
fend a country without spoiling it. 

If people cannot be both kind and logi- 
cal, I do think they ought to be one or 
the other. : 


ogo 


EAST AND WEST, by Heinz Kraschut- 
zki, Demy 8vo, 16pp (Peace News, 2d.). 
Michael Tippett recently: said that the 
author of ‘this pamphlet “speaks with 
the authority of a man who, we know 
by the words he uses, is on neither side 
of the iron curtain. If I were editor of 
Peace News I would give more space to 
this than to any other statement on the 


subject.” But readers can get. it for 
twopence. 
CONSCRIPTION AND THE SCIENTI- 


FIC AGE, by Kathleen Lonsdale, Cr, 
8vo, 4pp (London: No _ Conscription 
Council), and CONSCRIPTION AND 
CHRISTIAN OBLIGATIONS, by Ley- 
ton Richards, Demy 8vo, 4pp (Auckland: 
New Zealand Christian Pacifist Society). 
In the first of these two leaflets Dr. 
Lonsdale, who is a distinguished physi- 
_ cist and the second woman to be elected 
a Fellow of the Royal Society, says that 
the people of Britain have been so 
frightened by the atomic scientists that 
they have accepted peace-time conscrip- 
tion which she considers to be futile, 
dangerous and wrong. The other, based 


the Democratic States, that Russia now 
knew beyond any shadow of doubt that the 
power arrayed against her was so immense 
that to think of opposing it was suicide. 
In joining the army, therefore, American 
youths were really buttressing the impreg- 
nable, and at the same time entering a 
vocation which would enable them to see 
the world, earn good money and in addition 
receive vocational training for their post- 
army careers. 


The effects of this propaganda appeared 
in the question periods of my meetings in 
the following week. It was obvious that 
many were seriously disturbed when I said 
that in my opinion the effect of the Atlantic 
charter would be to stimulate Russia’s 
war-preparation efforts, and cause her to 
keep all these efforts in deep secrecy, which 
in turn would increase rather than re- 
duce the fear of Russia in all the so-called 
democratic countries. 


IT also pointed out that the re-armament 
policy of these nations meant diverting 
vast sums of money from the process of 
social rehabilitation to those of destruction, 
and so contradicted the principle, enun- 
ciated by the politicians, that the only way 
to prevent the spread of Conimunism was 
to use their resources to enhance the 
stability and the well-being of the people. 


When, therefore, I assert that the real 
alternative to Communism has yet to be 
found, and begin to outline it, my Ameri- 
can audience begin to Jean forward and to 
listen with great eagerness. 


Growing uneasiness 


Yes, there is a small minority in every 
audience that is prepared to look beneath 
the surface of current politics for the way 
of salvation in new values and new social 
norms and patterns. Hence a whole hour 
of questions and discussion at the end of 
a lecture is a regular experience, and even 
this is followed by a group gathering 
around after the meeting. There is a 
growing hesitation and uneasiness in the 
American mind which makes this work an 
exhilarating experience. 


Evidence of this uneasiness is the fact 
that the New York Times will publish out- 
spoken letters, such as that by Alexander 
Mickiejohn, former president of Amhurst 
College, on “Should Communists be al- 
lowed to teach? ” 


He declares: 


“This procedure (suppression) violates 
the one basic principle on which all teach- 
ing rests. It is impossible to teach what 
one does not believe. It is idle to preach 
what one does not practice. These men 
who advocate that we do to the Russians 
what the Russians, if they had the power, 
would do to us, are declaring that the 
Russians are right and that we are wrong. 
They practice suppression because they 
have more faith in the methods of dicta- 
torship than in those of a_ free self- 
governing society. ... 


“The most tragic mistake of the con- 
temporary American mind is its failure to 
recognise the inherent strength and stabi- 
lity of free institutions when they are true 
to themselves. Democracy is not a weak 
and unstable thing which forever needs 
propping up by the devices of dictator- 
ship. ... As contrasted with it, all govern- 
ments of suppression are temporary and 
insecure.” 


on a pamphlet by the English FoR is a 
poweful assertion that, in imposing com- 
pulsory military service, the State is as- 


saulting the very foundations of 
Christian liberty—the right to follow 
conscience. 


THE FAITH OF AN EX-AGNOSTIC, by 
Carol F. Murphy, Cr. 8vo, 48pp 
(Wallingford, USA: Pendle Hill, 40 cts.). 
The author describes this essay as an 
attempt to set down the main results of 
a search for a meaningful philosophy 
of religion. It has much good material, 
but lacks the first essential of this type 
of publication—readableness. It is 
learned but not lucid, and the use of the 
plural, as “ we” are lead along the paths 
of understanding, gives it_a faint air of 
condescension. 

CLEAR THINKING, by Frederick T. 
Wood, Demy 8vo. 48pp and cover. (Lon- 
don: Workers Educational Association, 
1s.). This, which is number 15 in the 
WEA series of study outlines, is a forth- 
right lecture on the need for clear 
thinking, and saying or writing exactly 
what one means. It is a useful and 
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Pastoral 


HE Gospel according to St. Luke 
is surely the most beautiful 
book which shas ever been written. 

We are indebted to the beloved physician 
for recording some of the most vivid 
parables of Jesus, such as those of the 
Good Samaritan, and the Prodigal Son; 
it is here, too, that we read of the beauti- 
ful incidents surrounding the birth of 
Jesus; it is Luke who gives us the Magni- 
ficat and the Benedictus. Luke’s Gospel is 
the universal Gospel. It is here that we 
read of “Salvation prepared before the 
face of all peoples,” and it-is Luke who 
fully records the Baptist’s quotation, “All 
flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 

The Gospel of Luke is full of sweet con- 
cern for the poor and needy. It is also 
full of practical advice concerning the way 
in which we shall use this world’s wealth. 
The parables of Dives and Lazarus, and 
the unjust steward, as well as a lengthened 
version of the Beatitudes, are peculiar to 
Luke. 

This is a Gospel of hope, joy, thanks- 
giving, and gratitude to God. Luke 
thought it proper that men should wonder 
and marvel at the mighty deeds they saw. 
Luke’s eager acceptance of great miracles 
is all the more significant when we remem- 
ber his scientific training. Again and again, 
there are small things which remind us 
that the writer of the Third Gospel was z. 
doctor. Matthew tells of a woman curedi 
of an issue of blood, and says that she: 
“suffered many things of many physicians,, 
and had spent all that she had, and was 
nothing bettered, but grew rather worse,” 
arid Mark says of the same woman, “ which 
had spent all her living on physicians, und 
could not be healed of any.” 

The Bible is of value to us because it 
was written, not by angels, or even by in- 
fallible saints, but by men and women of 
like passion as we are, and I at any rate, 
do not love the beloved physician any the 
less, but all the more, because he so signi- 
ficantly leaves out this poor woman’s ex- 
periences with so many members of his 
own profession. 

Luke’s Gospel is the great declaration of 
woman’s emancipation. It is Luke wha, 
almost for the first time, depicts women, 
not as the bondservants of their husbands, 
but as living beings with wills and des- 
tinies of their own. Mary, Elizabeth, 
Anna, the widow at Nain, the women on 
the road to Calvary, the importunate widow 
of the parable, the poor woman who lost 
her piece of silver, the woman sweeping 
her house, the women at the open tomb: 
with especial tenderness Luke marshals be- 
fore us characters whom some of his 
sterner and more orthodox contemporaries 
could not deign to notice. 

This is also the Gospel of prayer and’ 
praise. The prayers of Jesus at His bap- 
tism, and on the mountain of Transfigura- 
tion are peculiar to Luke. It is Luke who 
remembers that Jesus prayed before choog~ 
ing the Twelve, and at the time of Peter's 
confession. Luke gives us the two great 
parables about prayer, and it is he too who 
records the words of Jesus on the Cross. 

If I had to choose one book to give to 
some one who knew nothing at all of the 
Christian faith, then that book would tin- 
doubtedly be the Gospel of Luke. This is 
the Gospel of kindliness and peace. It is 
writen, not for the Gentile, or for the Jew, 
but for every man and every woman. it 
shows us Jesus, not as the descendant of 
David, or the Messianic king, but as the 
One who shared our common human lot. 
It is the Gospel of forgiveness and mercy, 
the Gospel for the tearful penitent, the 
Gospel for the poor sinner who has newly 
discovered the graciousness of a pardoning 
God. It is indeed the good tiditgs of great 
joy which shall be to all people. 

JOHN VINCENT 


SRO 

timely booklet, and might be appointed to 
be read at the opening of all discussion 
groups from the Houses of Parliament 


down to the local PPU meeting, and oc- 
casionally from the pulpit. 


INTERNATIONAL .YOUTH REVIEW, 
Spring, 1949, 40pp and cover. (World 
Youth Friendship League, 6d.). An 
enthusiastic, well-produced and illustrated 
magazine aimed at promoting friendship 
among the youth of the world. This 
issue contains, among other interesting 
things, descriptions of the Children’s 
Town near Debrecen and the Childrens” 
Railway near Budapest. 


By comparison THE WAR RESISTER, 
Spring, 1949, 16pp. (War Resisters’ In- 
ternational, 6d.) looks unattractive. It 
has obviously never known the breath of 
inspiration or the pencil of an editor, 
The lack of artifice and ebullient good- 
fellowship, however, somehow adds im- 
pressiveness to the simple and grand 1e- 
record of which it is a part. The article 
on “Conservation and War Resistance ” 
is excellent. T.R.D. 
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REPORT FROM CHINA 


Above the battle — 


but inside the war 


At a time when the civil war in China has jumped to prominence 
in the news, and intensified the menacing atmosphere of the cold war to 
the point of provoking anti-Communist demonstrations in public and a 
characteristic Churchillian defiance in Parliament, the work of the Friends 
Service Unit within the war area has a special and an_ historical 


significance. 


The fact that the Unit received permission from the governments 
of both sides to work in this area is itself noteworthy, as indicating the 
force of a purely disinterested, humanitarian appeal. 


On Jan. 7, Peace News told something of the story of the COs of 


Chungmou. 


How that village in Communist China was alternately 


occupied by Nationalist and Communist forces, but never deserted by 
the Friends Service Unit (consisting of British, American, New Zealand 
and Chinese Nationals), whose lorries, stores and personnel—including 
such urgently needed items as food and petrol—were left intact, despite 


the varying fortunes of war. 


“From our observation,” wrote Spencer Coxe in Peace News last 
January, “ most of the weapons the Communists in the Honan area use 
are American made, having been captured from the Nationalists.” 


In that same month a request came to the Unit at Chungmou for 
medical assistance in one of the battle areas and on Jan. 16 Gladys Saint 
and C. T. Liu left Chungmou to report on conditions and medical needs 


up behind the Communist lines. 
report. 


Here are extracts from Gladys Saint’s 
In order not to jeopardise the work of the Units on either the 


Nationalist or Communist sides the names of places and persons have 


been omitted. 


See around the city of X 
in the daylight was very de- 
pressing. The Nationalists had 
bombed the city daily since December 
and it was crowded with refugees. 
The casualties were so high that they 
couldn’t be numbered or coped with 
nearly as much as they ought to be. 


“We went into a small and very dirty 
compound. In one room about 10ft. by 15ft. 
there were about 30 wounded Nationalist 
soldiers lying on a straw-covered floor, a 
pathway being defined by a double row of 
bricks. 

“Their clothing was a filthy battle- 
stained blood-caked uniform, sticking to 
their various types of wounds. They had 
no covering over them whatsoever, apart 
from the straw. The weather was bitterly 
cold. 

“The next ward we were shown pre- 
sented much the same sight, though the 
patients were, perhaps, not so critically 
ill, Again it was filthy, stinking, and a 
breeding place for disease. 


With the wounded civilians 


“J was most anxious to see the civilian 
ward after being told that we had seen all 
the military wards. We were led to a 
smaller room, in which were many people 
of all ages, from infants to old men, all 
lying on filthy straw in true sardine 
fashion, literally heads to tails; all groan- 
ing and moaning in agony. 

“ One mother was obviously unconscious; 
her four children, all under five years, 
‘were crying and poking to wake her. 

“Another mother, evidently to ill and 
unable to move because of abdominal 
wounds, had a baby of eighteen months 
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crawling on top of her and trying to 
nurse, while her other three or four child- 
ren were intent on disturbing her. The 
sounds reminded me of the distress and 
despair I had witnessed after big air raids 
in England during World War II. 

“The suffering of these poor souls and 
others we saw after leaving the town was 
beyond description. All these people had 
either bullet or shrapnel wounds. 


No operating theatre 


“T inquired about an operating theatre; 
I wanted to see if there was a decent supply 
of instruments. I was told that they had 
not much in the way of instruments but 
that more were expected from Shanghai! 
Those wounds had not been touched or 
dressed, let alone operated upon, and more 
were being sent in every minute. 

“T saw neither operating theatre 
nor instruments and I doubt if 70% 
of those patients will live.” 
- Warned of an impending air-raid the 
FSU members were ordered out of the town, 
Their transport, a cart pulled by three 
horses was whipped into quick action by 
two soldiers... . They passed an almost 
steady stream of lao bai shing (the common 
people) acting as stretcher bearers and 
carrying nationalist soldiers into X. They 
also passed the bodies of athers who had 
died on the road. 

The horses galloped on over uneven, 
crooked roads, over fields, through streams 
until they reached their destination, the 
front-line HQ. The report continues: 

“T felt quite tired by the excitement of 
the day, but we had just alighted from the 
cart and were brushing the sand out of 
our clothes when a tall, smart, well-groomed 
officer, his ruddy face bright with smiles 
of greetings, quickly approached us to 
shake two hands at a time. I felt tired 
no longer. The Chief of Staff was our 
perfect host, his second in command, C., 
working in close co-operation with him. 


Spring time menace 


“There had been big outbreaks of 
cholera in the area and one of their big- 
gest fears now was that after this big 
battle there would be epidemics of typhoid, 
typhus, cholera, etc. They apvealed 1:0 us 
to do something as quickly as_ possible 
before Spring came with the threat of 
outbreaks of disease. 

“After discussion we dined with the 
officers, food being quite good. We were 
told that the rice we ate was supplied by 
the Kuomintang Air Force, who dropped 
it by parachute, not knowing that their 
army had retreated; there was a good 
supply of it and men and officers had the 
same food. After eating it we were shown 
the defence lines. . . . Bomb craters were 
about the size of two tennis courts side 
by side and much deeper than the length 
of one, 

“Next morning we walked over what 
had evidently been the worst part of the 
battlefield. We passed four villages where 
it would be inaccurate to state that even 
shells of buildings remained. Looking into 
craters or suddenly turning a corner one 
saw limbs:of human bodies, sometimes in 
uniform, sometimes with all clothing blown 
off them; hair standing straight up on 
human heads which had* been severed; 
blood-soaked battledresses; swords daggers, 
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toilet kits, papers, nut shells and lots ot 


hand grenades, bombs and rifle bullets. 
“T tried to listen to what the officers 


were saying to us without showing signs of | 


horror or fear... 


“There was one period when we walked 
for more than two miles over flattish land, 


except for bomb craters, and the ground | 
was strewn with papers, empty food tins, 


all marked with well-known American 
labels. As far as the eye could see there 
were scores and scores of derelict trucks 


(some marked UNRRA), jeeps, cars, am- 


bulances and tanks of all sizes. 
fighter plane we looked at closely, I saw 
photographs of a young family that had 
fallen to the ground and been trampled on: 
it seemed to convey the extent of the sor- 
row and suffering this battle reached—not 
just here on the field but in many homes 
all over China. 


“At another village there was another 
Chief of Staff. They promised to give us 
all the help possible if we could send a 
medical team. ... The site of a proposed 
hospital was given. A female soldier ar 
officer was present and asked us questions 
about the FSU, its policies, its work in 
China, persennel, what we had seen during 
our investigation and many other sub- 
jects. 


For the lao bai shing 


“We were nearly finished when a tall, 
dignified, evidently high-ranking officer 
entered the room. His name was T. We 
greeted each other cordially then he pr3- 
ceeded to tell us that he thought we should 
consider ourselves favoured to be honoured 
by the request to work in the battle area. 
We had been asked because we worked for 
the lao bai shing.... 


“ His statement impressed me very much. 
I did feel that the reputation of the whioie 
unit had attained a very high level in the 
minds of these people—if only we could 
send a team, and quickly. 


“We explained to him as best we could 
that owing to lack of medical personnel 
right now we couldn’t see how we could 
possibly send a team, and even if we did 
send one it would not be large; we were 
little people to do such a big job; therefore 
too much should not be expected of us. 


“He said tiny drops of water make an 
ocean. We told him quite candidly that we 
were much impressed by what we had secn; 
by the hospitality and assistance given to 
us by the People’s Army during our period 
of investigation, and that we were very 
anxious to return to Chungmou to mace a 
report. 


String for-the headlamps 


“T. concluded by saying that he had so 
much faith and confidence in us that to 
speed us on our return journey he would 
give us special] transport. A newly cap- 
tured weapon-carrier was put at our dis- 
posal, so newly captured that the driver 
drove and jumped over the road insanely, 
eventually@taking some string from me to 
fix the head-lamps which were nearly 
collapsing. 

“We arrived in S. just after curfew 
time and asked the driver to take us to 
some foreigners. He said all the foreigners 
except the Catholic Fathers had left, and 
took us to the Cathedral where there was 
great difficulty in. making our presence 


known. Eventually two gate-keepers 
came, and heard our business and dis- 
appeared. In a short while two Fathers 
appeared. I ventured to speak English and 


felt easier when they responded in the 
same tongue since I thought I had found 
a place to spend the night. But my hopes 
were dashed to the ground when I heard 
how alarmed the Fathers were to realize 
that I was a woman. Men they could ac- 
commodate, ~with pleasure—but a female! 
No facilities! I asked for a roof to cover 
us and a floor to sleep on, and they were 
very accommodating and gave us a sitting 
room apart from the Cathedral building, 
where the Fathers and Brothers lived. 


How Communists treated us 


“After a wonderful breakfast we talked 
to Father C., who told us that apart from 
part of their school-buildings being con- 
fiscated, they really had nothing to grumble 
at since the Commuists entered the city. 
S. had had some pretty heavy bombing 
and the number of casualties had been high, 
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Top: The first 


supplies 
flown in for the Friends’ Service Unit cave 
nospital and operating theatre (bottom), 


medical are 


in Yenan. Centre: The lao bai shing 
(common people) of each village pass 
the wounded or sick fram place to place 
until they reach a hospital. The beqgrers 
in the picture are nearing Chungmou where 
a medical unit has its headquarters. 


but it was 38-4 days sinee they had ex- 
perienced the last raid. 

“Next we made our way to the Christian 
Hospital where we met Dr. W. of the Pres- 
byterian Mission and Mr. and Mrs. B. of 
the Baptist Mission. 

“Dr. W. gave us some wonderful news. 
He had 43 cases of medical supplies which 
had been held up and which he was 
authorised to dispose of. C. T. and I looked 
at each other, knowing that the other was 
thinking, ‘Gosh, what a blessing these 
would be if we could have them,’ for it 
would make the possibilities of sending a 
medical team into the battle area greater. 
We collected the supplies and went off to 
see the military authorities to get per- 
mission to take them on the train. 

“All was well and we arrived back in 
Chungmou on Sunday Jan. 23.” 

Gladys Saint concluded her report by 
asking for a team to be sent out to the 
battle area at once. She urged that it 
consist of foreign and Chinese members in 
order to combat anti-foreign feeling in the 
area and show “ how it is possible to live 
and work together for the purpose of 7e- 
lieving the suffering of victims of war.” 

Latest messages to be received in London 


report that a team is already at work in 
the area. 


Ten Years Ago 


From Peace News, May 5, 1939 


Whatever may await the conscientious 
objector, he must be assured of the fullest 
support of his fellow pacifists ...imall... 
circumstances. In that, Peace News will 
take its full share, even if it has to adopt 
the somewhat adventurous methods forced 
on its counterpart in the Great War, when 
it would depend very largely unon the will- 
ingness of distributors to take risks for the 
sake of ensuring support of those facing 
even greater risks. 

—KEditorial. 
* * * 


Last week, following numerous requests, 
we launched a Fighting Fund for Peuce 
News. 

The paper is subsidised by the Peace 
Pledge Union to the extent of £750 during 
the current year. Through the fighting 
fund you can help to release that amount 
for some other branch of the PPU’s work. 


* * x 


From the classified 
columns: 

Position as Nurse, or Domestic wanted. 
Lady, children's doctor, age 28 German 
Jew, now in Prague. Huaband (also a 
doctor) is in England. 

Who would employ Jewesses? Still in 
Germany. Age 46, perfectly experianced 
in household duties, nursing. Age 42, 
trained nurse, hospital work, private 
nursing. ... 
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German Tragedy 


HE Italian director Rossellini 
who must surely be one of the 
two greatest men in the cinema to- 


day (Chaplin being the other) and 
who has brilliantly and painfully 
portrayed the torments of Italy, has 


used his genius to show the suffering 
soyl of Germany. His film Germany 
in the Year Zero can now be seen at 
the Curzon, London, and should be 
seen everywhere. 

I should confess that I did not find it con- 
sistently gripping, nor consistently good in 
its filmeraft, in spite of the great praise 
which has been lavished on it. Some of the 
cutting, particularly, I thought very poor. 
What gives the film a special quality is that 
it is (like The Fallen Idol) realised en- 
tirely through the eyes and mind of a child. 
In and through and by this young boy we 
see the tragedy of Germany and the folly 
and sin of war, 

He is the young brother of a family of 
four; the others being a sister, an invalid 
father and a brother who is in hiding from 
the authorities and has no ration book or 
registration card. The boy is food scaven- 
ger and general errand boy. 

From an innocent and devoted concern 
for his family’s welfare we see his step-by- 
step deterioration, the defloration of his 
honesty by the grown-ups around him, his 
total bewilderment and _ loneliness. He 
poisons—out of kindness—his invalid father, 
and finally himself goes to death from the 
top of a ruined building. 

It is one of the film’s best moments that 
the woman who sits forlornly by his twisted 
body is not one of his own folk, but a 
passer-by who thus symbolises eternal 
womanhood mourning the eternal follies of 
mankind, the everlasting rape of youth. 

Woe to him that causes one of these my 
little ones to stumble! It were better for 
him that a millstone were hanged about 
his neck, and cast into the sea. That is 
Rossellini’s text. I have always thought 
that, if there were no other case against 
war, what we cause it to do to the children 
is sufficient condemnation. By this theme 
Rossellini has been moved. By his power 
and genius he has created an instrument 
capable of similarly moving thousands of 
people. 


ROGER PAGE 


: 
Iwo Concerts 


4 DAE latest concert of the Morley 
College Concerts Society, at 


Westminster Central Hall on April 1, 


offered listeners in Central London 
the pleasure of hearing for the first 
time the Kalmar Chamber Orchestra. 
This orchestra, most of whose 
players are young, has recently been 
got together on an occasional basis, 


—_—.. 


but there was no “scratch” quality 
about its playing, which would make 
many performances by standing or- 
chestras in England sound listless. 


The orchestra must have enjoyed work- 
ing with Walter Goehr, and he with them. 
He conducted them in three orchestral 
‘works, one of which was _ Vivaldi’s 
Le Quattro Stagione, which is a set of 
four violin concertos descriptive of the four 
seasons. This unfamiliar item was fas- 
cinating. Vivaldi at his most inventive, his 
fluent art here strengthened by rich matter. 
Conductor, soloist (Campoli), leader of the 
orchestra (Hugh Maguire) and all the 
string players responded with tiptoe aware- 
ness to every change of weather in the 
musical year. 


The Morley College Choir was heard, not 
very advantageously, in A Choral Fan- 
tasia by Holst. For a listener to whom 
both music and* text—an ode by Robert 
Bridges—were new, the musical and emo- 
tional structure of the work as a whole and 
the pensive beauty of many of the chora> 
passages were disturbed by the sudden 
climaxes in which organ and drums burst 
out with shattering power. 

The Kalmar Orchestra will be playing 
again in the next Morley College concert 
(Westminster Central Hall, May 26). 


* t * 


A NOTHER new group of musicians, the 
*“Amphion Ensemble, drew a_ large 
audience to their first concert, in the Wig- 
more Hall on April 6, with a programme 
of German, Italian and English music of 
the 17th and 18th centuries. Four singers 
(soprano, countertenor, tenor, baritone) and 
six instrumentalists (flute, two violins, 
viola, viola da gamba—who is a guitarist 
also—and harpsichord). 

The musicianship of at least two mem- 
bers, Walter Bergmann and Alfred Deller, 
is familiar to supporters of the Morley 
College concerts. The soprano, April Can- 
telo, has a voice of limited power but lovely 
quality, and a sense of style that led her 
surely from one of Bach’s church cantatas 
to a spicy duet by Purcell. In the Bach 
she was the one of the four singers whose 
feeling for the German language and for 
Bach’s musical and spiritual speech would 
best have satisfied German listeners. In 
the Bach, too, as in a sonata by Geminiani, 
the robust playing of the first violinist, 
Erich Griinberg—has he studied under 
Adolf Busch?—was commendable. 


DICK HOLMES 


Canon City 


mpuis film is mentioned here only because 

it shows something of that strange 
mixture, the American prison and because 
it is a kind of mass version of Escape, 
although it does not attempt the subtlety 
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and philosophy of Galsworthy’s play. On 
both these counts it has some interest, and 
there is the further interest that it is not 
fictional; it deals with an actual prison 
break and is played by the officials and 
other people concerned, even to the con- 
victs, except, of course, for those who were 
killed. For a long spell at the beginning 
you could think you were watching a docu- 
mentary, but when the story develops you 
think hew very like this truth is all the 
fiction you have seen about it. 

Only one of the convicts is followed to 
any length, so the film is little more than 
a collection of episodes. I mostly admired 
the old lady who, at considerable risk, 
crept up behind the toughest convict and 
outed him with a hammer. I should think 
this an odd confession for a pacifist but that 
I recall how even Jesus praised the unjust 


steward. 
R.P. 


A UN Film 


4 LTHOUGH no PN representative has 
“: yet seen it and we cannot therefore 
comment on it, readers may like to know 
that a UNA film called United Nations 
or ? is being shown at certain cinemas 
in the Odeon and Gaumont circuits and else- 
where. It lasts for only five minutes and 
even for those not UNA-minded this may 
be of interest as an occasion for discussion 
and propaganda. It is hoped to carry fur- 
ther information about this film; news of it 
came in too late for much to be included 
in this issue. A time-table appears on page 
six. 


Memorial Exhibition 


PACIFIST groups interested in theatre 
and film art might be rewarded if 
they cared to organise group visits to the 
memorial exhibition devoted to the work 
of Francis Bruguiere which Cecil Beaton 
was to open yesterday at The Focal Press 
Gallery (31 Fitzroy Square, London, W.1.). 
The exhibition will remain on display for 
the rest of the month, Saturdays and Sun- 
days excepted. . 

In his private life, Bruguiere always 
showed a keen interest in the pacifist move- 
ment, and he always tried to use his work 
to promote international friendships. Stills 
from his film, The Way (which he pro- 
duced and photgraphed), were used as evi- 
dence in the pre-Hitler Reichstag to pass 
a bill granting photography the official 
status of an art. 


OSWELL BLAKESTON. 


Enter — Peace News 
A 


a 


NEW play by Terence Greenidge, The 
Wrench, which is to be perfomed at the 
Gateway Theatre Club on May 5, 6, 7, 8 
and 12, 13, 14 and 15, is not only largely 
about pacifism, PN is actually a character 
in it! 


XXXVIIT 


HEN the World Pacifist Con- 

ference meets at Rabindranath 
Tagore’s home at Santineketan, In- 
dia, next December, among the dele- 
gates from the West will be Lucy O. 
Kingston of Dublin. 


It is fitting that she should be 
there; she is one of those people 
about whom one can say that the 
Conference would not be quite com- 
plete without them. 


It is the kind of meeting for which she 
has worked quietly 


and unceasingly all 
her adult life, and 
it marks a very 
forward step in 
the progress of 
that international 
co-operation for 
peace to which she 
has devoted her- 
self for so many 
years. 

Lucy Kingston 
has already 
figured prominent- 
ly at important 
international 
pacifist gatherings. As Hon. Secretary of 
the Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom (Irish Branch), and 
later on the International Disarmament 
Committee, she went to Vienna in 1921 for 
the International Congress of the former, 
and for the same purpose to Innsbruck four 
years later. 


In 1926 she acted as joint Organising 
Secretary to the Women’s International 
Congress held in Dublin, and in 1930 visited 
Cologne and various towns in Holland with 
the War Resisters’ International. She was 
also a delegate to the Conference called at 
Bewdley by the Fellowship of Reconciliation 
to study the problem of Indian self-govern- 
ment. In 1985 and 1937 she acted as joint 
hostess at the German Rest House in 
Falkenstein. 

Since joining the Society of Friends in 
1922 she has served on various Peace Com- 
mittees and Refugee Committees within the 
Society, as well as acting as the Quakers’ 
representative on outside committees. 

This bare outline of her public activities 
does little justice to her work for the cause 
of peace. Few people are more fitted to 
help bring success to the Indian Conference 
between Gandhian and Western pacifists, 
for she has made such meetings between 
representatives of different peoples her 
special concern. 


Lucy O. Kingston 


Nominations for PPU National Council 

In connection with the election of the 
new National Council, area secretaries are 
asked to ensure that the area representative 
is duly appointed as soon as possible and 
names sent to the General Secretary. 

_ Nominations of other members for elec- 
tion to the six additional places are invited 
and may be sent by groups or intlividuals 
to the General Secretary, 6 Endsleigh 
Street, W.C.1, by June 1. 
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right to select for publication notices sent 
We nevertheless devire to make it as 


complete a service as we reasonably can, 
and therefore urge organisers of events to: 
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62 St. 
West” 
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+; Kingsley Mar- 
ugias H. Childs, 
Blackheath Village, 


“LONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 
Gardens; “ Paris Peace C 
Fry: Central London PPU Group. 


D.m. 8 Endsleigh 
onference ”; 
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LONDON, W.C.1: 5.30 p.m. Fellowship 


Notes for your Diary 


ST. ALBANS: 3.15 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. 
Friends Meeting House, Upper Lattimore 
Roud; Area Conference for Hertfordshire 
and South Bedfordshire; Speaker: Percy 
Wy pamestts Chairman: Rev. Peter Ream; 
FoR. 


Sunday, May 8 
FINSBURY PARK: 1) a.m. Open-air 
meeting; Speaker: Sybil Morrison; Stoke 
Newington Group PPU 
Monday, May 9 
TOWER HILL: 1 p.m.‘ Open-air meet- 
ing; Brian Anstey; PPU. 
Thursday, May 12 
LONDON, W.C.2: 1 p.m. Lincoln’s Inn 
Fields; Open-air meeting; Sybil Morrison; 


8 p.m. Westminster | PPU. 


MANCHESTER: 1 p.m. Market Street 
Blitzed Site; Open-nir meeting; Manches- 
ter Central PPU Group. 

Friday, May 13 

LONDON, W.1: 7 p.m. Weigh House 
Church, Duke Street; ‘The Christian Al- 
ternative to Power Politics’; Dr. Alex 
Wood; Annual Meeting of London FoR. 


Ouse, Gordon Square; “ g,; LONDON, W.C.2: 1.15 p.m. Kingsway 
eintionity and, War”; Dr, Keen all; “British Foreign Policy "i, Dr- 
Msdale, FRS Meeting for Uni ewlett Johnson: National Peace Coun- 


Students; London Union of FoR. 


Saturday, May 7 


BOURNEMOUTH: 3 p.m. Friends Meet- | George 
Kenneth Southall! and Denis 
Committee. 
p.m, 
Area Conference 


ing H 
Hayes; 


ichael's 


Ouse ; 


Friends 
BRISTOL: 


3 


Parish Hall; 


Peace 


pm. to 5 


St. 


for South Gloucester and North Somerset; 


Speaker; 


Rev. 


Prof. 


L. W. Grensted; 


Chairman: Rev. F. C. Vyvyan Jones; Fok. 


CARDIFF: 8 p.m. to 7 p.m. Friends! 
Meeting House, Charles St.; Area Con- 


ference 


CONWAY: 3 p.m-—to 7 p.m. Broncastell 


for 


versity j at 


\b 
LONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 p.m, 8 Endsleigh 
Gardens; _ “* Britain’s Economic Future’; 
Plume; Central London PPU 


Saturday, May 14 

LONDON, W.1: 2.30 p.m. Weigh House. 
Binney Street, Oxford Street: “The Indi- 
vidual and World Citizenship”; James 
Avery Joyce and Hugh J. Schanfield; 
World Citizenship Movement. 

BURY ST. EDMUNDS: 3 p.m. Unitarian 
Church, Church Street; Area Conference 
for Suffolk; Rev. Clifford H. Macquire; 


Group. 


a Monmouth and Glamorgan; For 
Speaker: Dr..Alex Wood, MA: FoR. 


afe; Annual meeting: Speaker: Rev. D. 


Ww. 


GUILDFORD: 
ouse, Ward Street; Area Conference for 
West Surrey: Speaker: Hugh Faulkener; 


FoR. 


Davies; FoR. 


3 p.m. Friends 


Meeting 


NORWICH: 3 p.m. Chapel-in-the-Field 


‘oR. 
NOTTINGHAM: 3.30 p.m. Adult School- 
rooms, Friar Lane; Area Conference for 
sou Nottinghamshire; Hugh Faulkener: 
on. P 
WHITLEY BAY: 5 p.m. Area Confer- 
ence for Northumberland. Detaila from 
John bape 60 Woodbine Road, Newcastle 


; Fo 
TORQUAY: 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Unity Hall, 


Pongrgational Church: Area Conference Mount Pellier Road: Area Conference for 
Mo Norfolk; Speaker: Rev. Claud Coltman, {South Devon and East Cornwall; Sydney 
A, B Litt; FoR. J. Russell; FoR, 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


LATEST TIME for copy: Monday before 
publication. 


TERM: Cash with order. 3d. per word, 
minimum 2s. (Box No. 6d. extra). 
Please don't send stamvog in payment, 
except for odd pence. Marimum length: 
50 words. Address for Box No. replies: 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


MEETINGS 


WEIGH HOUSE Church. Duke Street. 
W.1. (Bond St. Tube), Sunday evenings at 
7. The Gospel of Peace! Social hour 
follows. 


CENTRAL LONDON Group PPU 8, 
Endsleigh Gardens, W.C.1. 7.30 May 6, 
Ann Fry ‘* Paris Peace Conference.”’ 13 
“Britain's Economie Future” George 
Piume, 20 Group policy, 27 Indian Philo- 
sophy ” Robert Horniman. 

THE DEAN of Canterbury on “ Britain's 
Foreign Policy.” Friday, May 13 at 1.15 
p.m. Kingsway Hall, W.C.2. National 
Peace Council. 


ACCOMMODATION 


BIDEFORD, DEVON. Holiday Accom- 
modation. Good food, Children welcomed. 
“Dalhousie,” Chudleigh Ave. 


MOUNT AVALON Vegetarian Guest 
House, Glastonbury, Someraet. Now book- 
ing for Spring and Summer holidays. At- 
tractive country house, comfortably fur- 
nished. Splendid views, lovely walks. 
Own garden produce. Convenient Wells 
Cathedral, Cheddar Gorge, Bath and 
Somerset coast. Terms moderate. S.a.e. 
for brochure to Mra. R. S. Hunt. 


STEANBRIDGE HOUSE: Rest and con- 
valescence for people of ali nationalities. 
Beautifully situated in quiet Ca‘swold val- 
ley within easy reach of Stroud. Finlay- 
son, Steanbridge House, Nr. Stroud, Glos. 
Tel.: Painswick 2312. 


BEACONWOOD HOTEL, 
Somerset. Tel. 32. 


Minehead, 
Vegetarian meals only. 
Exquisite scenery. Tennis court. Gardens. 
H. and C. ete, 413 to Bigns. 


APPLEBY, WESTMORLAND—HBongate 
Hall Guest House. Ideal situation, garden 
produce, children welcomed. erms 
oor . Brochure. Herbert Price. Tel. 
168. 


EARLY HOLIDAYS at Bude, Cornwall. 
Delightful walks. Lovely conatal scenery. 
Enjoy restful and friendly atmosphere of 
Atlantic Guest House. Ideal situation on 


sea front. Vegetarians and others wel- 
comed, Resident proprietors Joan and 
Herbert Lomax. 


SEASIDE HOLIDAY accommodation for 
Vegetarians and otherg welcomed. Vege- 
tarians at Innisfree, St. Mary's Bay, Ash- 
ford, Kent. 

DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform 
Vegetarian Guest House for happy holi- 
days or restful recuperation: all modern 
comforts. A. and K. S, Ludlow, The 


Briars, Crich, Matlock. (Station: Amber- 
gate. Tel.: Ambergate 44). 

FURNISHED OFFICES to let. 6 Bnds- 
leigh Street, London, W.C.1. 


BEXHILL-ON-SEA, comfortable vegeta. 


rian Guest House. Moderate terms. Mrs. 
Cates. The While House, Belle Hill. 
EDUCATIONAL 
SPEAKING & WRITING lessons, Ba. 


Dorothy Matthews, B.A., 32 Primrose Hill 
Road, London, N.W.8. PRImrose 5686. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 
BAMBOO GARDEN Canes, Chinese im- 
ported. Raffa and Wood Garden Labels. 
Every kind of Cane for Canecraft supplied, 
wholesale and retail. ‘‘Rafha Work & 
Basketry “ for beginners 2s. 9d. post free, 
Further details, Whines & Edgeler, The 
Bamboo People, Godmanstone, Dorchester. 
FOR SALE. 5 one pound shares No. 
13,179 to 13,183 in The Holton Beckering 
Estates Ltd., apply to R. V. Stuttard, 184 
Hillmorton Road, Rugby. 
STANDARD TYPEWRITER 
Moderate price. Box 62. 


LITERATURE. &c. 
HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP at 124, 
Shaftesbury Avenue, W.1. will now remain 
open until May 28. Selling off nll stock 
at half-price. Please call or write. From 
May 30 send your orders and enquiries ta 
$ Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
QUAKERISM. Information and Litera- 
ture respecting the Faith and Practice of 
the Religious Society of Friends, free on 
application to the Friends’ Home Service 
Committee, Friends’ House, Euston Rd., 
London. 


wanted. 


PERSONAL 


MARRIAGE BUREAU. Suitable intro- 
ductions arranged privately. Detaila free. 
Mary Blair (Room 59), 147 Holborn, E.C.1. 


WALKER PRINTING Service, 175 Fleet 
Street, E.C.4, invitee enquiries for quality 
printing—books, catalogues, pamphleta, 
magazines, colour and commercia). Esti« 
mates prove good Printing costs no more 
than the mediocre.. 


- SITUATIONS VACANT 
pe pane oh are pralabie only to applicantea 
excepte rom the Control of En 

Order, 1947, No. 2021 


THE CENTRAL Board for Conscientious 
QObjectorg is about to appoint a secretary 
as successor to Albert Tomlinson. Any 
man or woman interested in undertaking 
this: important work (whole or part-time) 
is invited to apply immediately to the 
Secretary, CBCO, 6 Endsleigh Street, Lone 
don, W.C.1. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 


DAILY OR part-time work 
with reasonable remuneration by Jady in 
which her ideals would be of use! Some 
experience of social and propaganda work 
also business, domestic and home-nuraing. 


required 


Pacifist vegetarian — otherwise normal ! 
Resident in N.W.11 area. Suggestions 
welcomed. Box 51. 


SINGLE MAN, interested country wants 
to get away Town. Partnership or job 
wanted, Wholesale, retail, farm, nursery. 
Present businese-aaleaman—clerk, etc, 20 
years. Ample capital. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

WEEK-END School at Great Hucklow, 
Derbyshire, May 21-22. Speaker J. Allen 
Skinner. Subject “‘ Russia and the Prob- 
im ee Meats ease, 6d. Send 2s. 6d. 
eposi oO eanor Pease. 28 East 
Place, Sheffield 2. i 

VOLUNTARY HELPERS urgently 
needed at Peace News office. 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Monday to Friday, up to 9.30 p.m. 
Wednesday evening. No special experience 
necessery. 1 minute Finsbury Park 
Station, & Blackstock Road (above Fish 
and €ook, _stationers), N.4.—or phone 
STAmford Hill 2262-4. 

PEACE WORK is available for a) 
volunteera at Peace News office. Day time 
and every Wednesday evening we shall he 
grateful for help. Write, phone, or juat 
drop in, to Peace News (STAmford Hill 
2262) 8 Blackstock Road (above Fish and 
Cook, Stationers), Finsbury Park, N.4. 
(one minute from station). 


Letters 


soWhen-not if- war comes’’ 


PTIMISM is a grand’ thing, in 

Peace News as elsewhere, if it 

is still not officially rationed, though 

climatic conditions cause it to be in 
short supply. 

It is important, thongh, to be sure what 
we mean by optimism or pessimism. PN’s 
first concern must be for truth, which, we 
tell ourselves, pacifists need not fear. This 
means exposing war policies wherever they 
exist. Hard words do not make wars. 

Most pacifists agree that the policies of 
America and Britain deserve censure. Re- 
garding Russia, however, some pacifists 
still persist in that aberration which has 
been described as treating a State as if it 
were the Immaculate Conception. Recon- 
ciliation with Russia will never be brought 
about by refraining from just criticism. 
The best friendships are not based on mute 
adoration. 

To me, the very essence of pessimism is 
the widespread current assumption that 
Britain must choose between America on 
the one hand and Russia on the other. 
Either way, disaster lies. The choice is a 
false one, because Britain still has a very 
real and positive contribution to make to- 
wards the creation of peace. But those who 
look towards the East, possibly blinded by 
the rising sun, apparently regard them- 
selves as optimists. 

Herbert Bryan (Feature Letter, April 22) 
is one of these. I agree completely with 
much that he writes. His criticism of the 
orthodox attitude to Russia in Britain and 
America is entirely justified, though he uses 
at least one shaky analogy (referring to the 
domains of the Czar in 1914). 

But he is in danger, as are so many 
others, of condoning one disastrous policy 
by condemning another. 

And when he suggests that it is pessi- 
mistic to write, as I did: “ When—not if— 
war comes...” he is confusing the issue. 
The context in which I wrote made it clear 
that I was saying, not that war is inevi- 
table, but that given certain conditions war 
is inevitable. Those conditions are repre- 
sented by the policies being pursued by the 
Major powers of the world, Britain in- 
eluded. Indeed, Mr. Bryan reaches a simi- 
lar conclusion, if words have any meaning, 
for he refers to the “aggressive and belli- 
cose policy” of the USA. An aggressive 
and bellicose policy is one which results in 
war. 

Pacifists should know by now the type 
of policy that makes for war, and they 
should not hesitate fo point out the inevi- 
table result of such a policy. Their aim, of 
course, is to get the policy changed before 
it is too late. This is not pessimism, any 
more than the Daily Express “ There will 
be no war this year” campaign in 1939 was 
optimism. To suggest that disastrous poli- 
¢:e3 will not end in disaster is not optimism, 
but foolishness. Peace News can well leave 
such folly to the rest of the national Press. 

CYRIL HUGHES 
*3, Tyn Lon, 
Llanfaes, 
Beaumaris, Anglesey. 


Lament for Berlin 


SIMPLY have to write you to con- 
gratulate you for publishing Cyril 
Hughes’ commentary ‘“ Buddies Abroad,” 
in Peace News of April 8. It is the finest 


commentary I have read for a long time. 
It is the voice of a man with common sense 
ggainst the helpless prattling of “ States- 
men ’’ who are able to create utter confu- 
sion but never know a way out of it. 

I am sorry we have no such commenta- 
tors in this city of Berlin, where there 


Announcement 
The proposed manifesto of the 
Liberal Socialist Party is being 


witheld owing to negotiations that 

are in progress for the formation of 

a larger body which may be known as 
the 


LIBERAL SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


This>body will attempt to gather the 
efforts of the many small groups now 
striving for Peace, Reconstruction, 
Monetary and Economic Reform, etc., 
and will put up a number of _candi- 
dates for Parliament in the General 
Election next year on these issues. 


If sufficient support is obtained 
(and this means YOU and ME), the 
first LIBERTY CLUB will be opened 
shortly in London for this purpose. 


Groups and individuals please 
write to: 
Don Alwyn, Box 39, 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 


(Continued from page two) 


ridicule a situation which would be ridicu- 
lous but for those who have to suffer from 
from it. We not only have no such com- 
mentators, we are not even in possession 
of a paper that would accept their opinions. 
In Berlin a paper has to be either radical 
West, or radical East. A man who would 
admit—as I do and, in secret many others— 
that both parts are to be blamed, would be 
considered a traitor by—both parts. 
HEINZ KRASCHUTSKI 
(1) Berlin-Wannsee, 
Hohenzollernstrasse 27a. 


Forgotten tragedies 


AM delighted to read Herbert Bryan’s 

letter on Peace and the Soviet Union and 
the leading article, “We Are Peace Makers,” 
in today’s Peace News. I couldn’t agree 
more, and I hope that from now on Peace 
News will cease to provide Mr. Bevin with 
ammunition, to fire at Russia. Let us clean 
up our own back yards (or front gardens) 
before throwing bricks at others. 

I don’t, often quote the Bible, but I seem 
to remember a remark about letting him 
that is without sin cast the first stone. 
regards national guilt I think this may have 
some meaning. We have blood on our 
hands, including Russian blood, and, to give 
but one example, we have no right to shout 
about one Petkov when we remember the 
thousands of anti-fascist workers slaugh- 
tered in Eastern Europe before the Hitler 
war without a murmur of protest. 

WILLIAM BLATCHFORD 
73 South Till Park, 
London, N.W.3. 


Moral obligations 


T gives one pleasure to sense the new 

attitude of Peace News towards Russia. 
I am not one that believes that Russia is 
completely in the right; in fact, on the 
general balance of things I think she is 
more in the wrong than we are. But it is 
not necessary to have a Peace News to 
keep us out of war with those who do no 
wrong: the ordinary organs of the Press 
can rise to that, 

What I venture to hope is that Peace 
News will emphasise our mora] obligation 
to Russia or, if you prefer it, our moral 
complicity with Russia. We allied our- 
selves with Russia when she openly 
preached dialectical materialism, the inevi- 
tability of class warfare and the liquida- 
tion of the bourgeoisie. That means that in 
our hour of dire need, when we professed 
to be fighting for the most precious human 
values, we implicitly sanctioned the Rus- 
sian things as being different from the 
things we were fighting against. This re- 
quires morally that we should never put 
Russian things in the category of things to 
be fought against. 

It is, of course, open to us to teach 
Russia, if we want to, and also to learn 
from her, but not to fight her when she has 
changed neither her principle nor her 


practice. 
D. G. WILLIAMS 
The Crypt School, 
Gloucester. 


From a convert 


MINNHE change of editorial policy evident 
in your number for April 22 from the 
admirable leader and the publication of 
Mr. Herbert Bryan’s excellent letter has 
converted me from an occasional to a 
regular reader. May I congratulate you 
upon this, for me, very happy alteration? 
HENRY E. RYLAND 
3 Portland Terrace, 
The Green, 
Richmond, Surrey. 


james Barr 


AMES BARR was a man who by his 
sincerity and disinterestedness earned 
the profound respect of all who knew him, 
opponents as well as supporters. Not only 
was he the courageous champion of un- 
popular causes, but a man of genial per- 
sonality and broad human sympathies. 
I write on behalf of a number of Scot- 
tish pacifists who have been deeply grieved 
by the slur cast on the memory of a 


revered leader. 
W. H. MARWICK 
5 Northfield Crescent, 

Edinburgh, 8. 

(This letter summarises the opinions of 
many others that have been received on 
the subject of the review of James Barr's 
autobiography, published four weeks ago. 
We hope the writers will accept this as a fair 
summary of their views and permit us to 
close this correspondence.—Ed., PN.) 


MARIE - LOUISE BERNERI 


DEACE NEWS regrets to announce the 

death of Marie-Louise Richards, war- 
time editor of our contemporary, War 
Commentary (now published under the title 
of Freedom). 

Better known as Marie-Louise Berneri, 
her death at the age of 31 is a terrible luss 
to the anarchist movement. Those who 
knew her will endorse every word of the 
tribute paid to one of anarchism’s leading 
contemporary thinkers by Dr. John Hewet- 
son in the current issue of Freedom. 


As | 


to the Editor 


Denounce all militarists 


FAIL to see how PPU members can 
pipe their song shoulder to shoulder with 
the Communist inspired peacemakers at 
various London rallies. I do not believe 
that any clear-minded person would endorse 


the Atlantic Pact as peace bringing, neither | 


the “ Peace Conference” in Paris for that 
matter. 

Our cause can only become successful if 
we endeavour to win our fellow neighbours 
to anti-militarism and not by antagonising 
him by taking the Communistic side of 
politics, let us not forget that we are 
human beings and not politicians. 

Let us denounce not only the British 
and American military devilries but those 
of all nations including the Russians who 
are forever starting peace campaigns. 

Let us beware; our pledge must not be- 
come an instrument to foreign powers who 
are on un-amiable terms with our country. 

R. STERCHI 
9 Upper St. Martin’s Lane, 
London, W.C.2. 


JRELEASE THE 
GERMAN GENERALS 
PPU Letter to Premier 
YPYHE following letter of protest has been 


sent to the Prime Minister by the 
General Secretary of the Peace Pledge 


Union. Similar letters have been sent to | 
the Attorney General and the Foreign 
Secretary. 


april 25, 1949. 


The Right Hon. The Prime Minister, 
House of Commons, S.W.1. 


Deay Mr. Prime ‘Minister, 

At the Annual General Meeting of the 
Peace Pledge Union, which was held during 
the weekend, April 23 and 24, I was asked 
to express to you on behalf of the Move- 
ment generally a coccern that at this late 
staye it is still proposed to put on trial 
certain of the German Generals. It seemed 
to us that if the trial was to take place, the 
accused should have had full facilities for 
their defence, both in the matter of the 
charges and documents involved and also 
in facilities for employing British lawyers, 
af they so desired, 

We also felt that sucha trial, if thought 
necessary, should have been before an in- 
ternational tribunal rather than a British 
Court Martial, but we desire to express the 
hope that action may be stayed and the ac- 
cused released without being brought to 
trial, if only as a token of a determination 
to give to the German people a new op- 
portunity to win back their place in the 
fellowship of nations and make their essen- 
tial contribution to the peace and prosperity 
of Europe and the rest of the world. 

Yours very sincerely, 
STUART MORRIS, 
General Secretary. 


CINEMA CIRCUITS TAKE 
UNA FILM 


(JAUMONT and Odeon cinemas in the 
following districts will be showing the 
5-minute film recently made for UNA by 
Pl Alexander Korda, “ United Nations 
bg Bug 4 

Week Beginning May 1: Bishop Auckland, 
Chelmstord, Gateshead, Middlesborough, 
Newcastle, North Shields, Skipton, South 
Shields, Stockton, Sunderland, Wallsend, 
Whiteley Bay, York. 

Week Beginning May 8: Aylesbury, Bletch- 
ley, Bury St. Edmunds, Colchester, 
Hatfield, Ipswich, Kilburn, Lowestoft, 
Luton, North Watford, Norwich, Rom- 
ford, Southend, Tottenham, Upminster, 
Uxbridge. 

Week Beginning May 15: Acton, Edgware 
Road, Golders Green, Harlesden, Hendon, 
Henley, High Wycombe, Hounslow, Ken- 
sington, Marlow, Rickmansworth, St. 
Albans, Slough, Southall, Southend, 
Swiss Cottage, Watford. 

Week Beginning May 22: Acton, Chelms- 
ford, Chelsea, Clacton, Ealing, Edgware 
Road, Hammersmith, Hendon, Hounslow, 
Isleworth, Kilburn, Notting Hill, Park 
Royal, Reading, Southall, South Harrow, 
Sudbury, Temple Fortune, Twickenham, 
Uxbridge, Waltham Green. 

Week Beginning May 29: Burnt Oak, 
Canning Town, Chadwell Heath, Colches- 
ter, Colindale, Dagenham, Ealing, East 
Ham, Forest Gate, Hayes, Hornchurch, 
Ilford, Kensal Rise, Kenton, Kingsbury, 
Rayners _ Lane, Staines, Stratford, 
Welling, Whitton, Wembley. 

Week Beginning June 5: Ashford, Bognor, 
Brighton, Canterbury, Chatham, Chiches- 
ter, Fleet, Guernsey, Jersey, Newport 
(1OW), Portsmouth, Southampton, 
Southsea,, Winchester. 

(UNA News Sheet.) 


PPU DELEGATES FOR LONDON 
PEACE CONGRESS 


The Executive Committee of the Peace 
Pledge Union, in response to requests for 
their advice, have decided that any member 
of the PPU asked to sponsor the Congress 
of Peace, Trade and Friendship with the 
USSR at St. Pancras Town Hall on Sun- 
day, June 12, should be free to do so in an 
individual capacity. . 

The Committee decided to appoint four 
delegates. : 


Sybil Morrison’s 


| CAMPAIGN | 
| COLUMN 


| “The best way in which one human 
being can properly attempt to influence 
another is to encourage him to think 
{ for himself instead of endeavouring to 
instil ready-made opinions into his 
head.” 
| i is now six months since the 
National Council issued the state- 
ment which led to the setting up of 
a Campaign committee and the ap- 
;pointment of a Campaign Organiser. 
|The last Council meeting gave a 
blessing to the continuation of the 
campaign and the AGM ratified that 
decision with enthusiasm. 
There is still much to be done and what 
| was begun in the winter begins to take on 
| a ditferent look with the coming of summer. 


| 


: 


| 
| 


: 


Adherents to the pledge will be gained by | 
} encouraging people to think for themselves, | 
and this work has been undertaken through — 


public meetings, by distribution of specially 
| writent leaflets and by selling Peace News. 

As the warm weather draws people to- 
wards open air pursuits, indoor meetings 
give way naturally to outdoor meetings; 
| the distribution of leaflets and Peace News 


selling, undertaken in wintry weather with’ 


freezing hands and feet, becomes easier so 
far as bodily comfort is concerned. 

On the other haid the temptation to re- 
main indoors before a cosy fire, or to go 
to a warm cinema gives way to the tempta- 
tion to laze in a chair in the sunshine, or 
go for a walk in country lanes. Perhaps, 
indeed, the sun is more of a temptation not 
to campaign than the blazing fire in the 
sitting room on a cold winter’s evening. 

I am, therefore, very glad to report that 
all over the country open air meetings are 


Park, Crouch End. In Central London the 
regular lunch time meetings at Tower Hill 
and Lincoin’s Inn Fields continue and, 


PPU case will once more be heard regularly 
in Hyde Park. 

“London Will Be Main Bomber Target. 
New Mock War in June,” was the headline 
in the Evening News the other day. All 


believe such practice is necessary for their 
defence; war will be glorified and patriot- 
ism cxtolled. At every point where these 
attempts to deceive the public and to excite 
war-like instincts are made there should be 
available a sober statement of the truth. 

Recognising the immense importance of 
this needful counteraction to the insanity 
of war preparation, the Campaign Commit- 
tee are preparing posters and leaflets for 
use on all such occasions, and their exhibi- 
tion and distribution will be a fundamental 
part of the summer campaign. 

It is hard not to be lazy when the sun 


fluencing people to think for themselves it 
is necessary to work and never cease from 
working. Revolutionaries cannot afford to 
be indolent and the human race cannot 
afford to be without its revolutionaries. 


INFERIORITY 
COMPLEX jr. 


ia a ‘disturbance centre in sub- 
ronsciousness generating negative 
impulses causing self-conacious- 
nesa, lack of confidence, nervous- 
ness, worry, weak will, un- 
sociability lack of enterprise 
atammering, blushing, forgetful- 
nessa, ‘“‘nerves,”’ sleevteasness, ete. 
To fight these forces directly is in vain— 
ERADICATE THEM FOR EVER by recon- 
atructing within yourself a powerful, pesitive 
subconscious mind, aa revealed in remarkable 
FREE Book, which has tranaformed the lives 
of thousands. Write to-day. All correspond. 
ence ia confidential. 


British Institute of 
Practical Psychology” 


N.5,. 


10A, (ZP4), Highbury Place, London 


VEGETARIANISM 
as a humane practice demands the consideration of 
all pacifista. 
Write for literature, and recipe books (Vegeta- 
rianism for Beginners 1s. 1d.; Vegetarian Recipes 


1s. 8d. post free) from the VEGETARIAN 
SOCIETY (Est. 1847), Bank Square, Wilmalow, Nr. 
Mancheater. 


4745 By Appointment 
Resident Patlenta Accepted 


Reg. J. BAILEY 


Practitioner 


PAL. 


Osteopath-Naturopath & Bates’ 
assisted by 
MARIAN E. BAILEY 
Nature-cure—Chiropodist 
99 Arnos Grove, Southgate, N.14 
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being planned. News of these activities 
comes from Manchester, Huddersfield, — 
Bradford, Leeds, Nottingham, Finsbury 


starting on the first Sunday in June, the — 
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